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Colour palette
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Colour scales RED BLUE PURPLE YELLOW

GREEN STONE YELLOW-BLUE GREEN-PURPLE
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Colour scale
combinations



Standard crops
Adjust as required for specifics of story

For maps where sub-national labelling is important, 
cut-out country locator can be used

NOTE
Don’t highlight country on 
locators showing Kashmir 
region of India / Pakistan 
border 

50 x 35pt
portrait or landscape 

Standard size 
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1 highlight region

LOCATOR MAP WITH DATA OVERLAY

Focus country with 
2  highlight regions

2 Focus countries 
with 2 highlight regions

Where just 
one variable is 
shown, label 
directly with 
highlight box 
instead of key

Lake outline colour 
and state labels 
knocked back to 
70% tint to let the 
text breathe 

track country name 
out as appropriate 
to fill space

On zoomed-in 
maps where 
only a part of 
national border 
is visible, use 
Land text colour 
instead of white
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Standard locator 
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For world maps, and data-led maps of single 
countries, use white background with red line

NOTE
If Kashmir region of India 
/ Pakistan border cannot 
be obscured by labelling, 
remove country borders 

US BLOCK MAP
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Cutout maps
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Street-level maps
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For detailed maps where land areas need extra 
contrast, a subtle coastline can be added
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Coastline 0.5pt / solid / c24 m18 y27 k15

Coastline
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Map projections

WORLD MAP
USE: Robinson World Cylindrical

GENERAL GUIDELINES
For standard maps at country-level 
zoom, use either a mercator projection 
or a conical projection specific to the 
focus country.

For larger countries, countries above 
60 degrees north latitude and 
continent-level views, use the specific 
conical projection for that view

CHINA
USE: Asia Lambert 
Conformal Conic

RUSSIA
USE: Asia North Lambert 
Conformal Conic

UNITED STATES
USE: USA contiguous 
Albers Equal Area Conic

CANADA
USE: Canada Albers 
Equal Area Conic

NORTH AMERICA
USE: North America 
Albers Equal Area Conic

SOUTH AMERICA
USE: South America 
Albers Equal Area Conic

EUROPE
USE: Europe Lambert 
Conformal Conic

BRITAIN
USE: OSGB 1936 / 
British National Grid

AUSTRALIA
USE: GDA/Australian 
Albers


